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 Homelessness occurs to a 
disproportionate number of Americans 

 Efforts to End Homelessness are in effect 
in every state, with varying levels of 
success 

 Common demographics for homeless 
•  Single adults 
•  Single parents with children 
•  Mental illness or other disability 
•  Minority 



 Homelessness is a problem easily solved; 
just put people in houses 

 Homelessness and poverty are consistent 
and continual for most 

 Homelessness and housing needs are an 
urban concern 

 There’s plenty of housing if people know 
where to look 



 Numbers of homeless in Baltimore 
continue to grow 

 Limited resources for housing 
individuals, especially rapidly 

 Capacity of shelters and places for 
individuals to stay 

 Formal definition of “transitional 
housing” and availability 



 Definition of homeless 
 In order to qualify for permanent housing 

services individuals, as defined by HUD, 
must be LITERALLY HOMELESS or 
FLEEING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 Definitions are extremely specific and 
need proper documentation 



  Individuals and families defined as Homeless 
under the following categories are eligible for 
assistance in PSH projects:  

 Category 1 – Literally Homeless  
 Category 4 – Fleeing/Attempting to Flee DV 

   PSH projects have the following additional NOFA 
limitations on eligibility within Category 1 
•  Individuals and Families coming from TH must have 

originally come from the streets or emergency shelter 
•  Individuals and Families must also have an individual 

family member with a disability Projects that are 
dedicated chronically homeless projects 



 (1) Individual or family who lacks a fixed, 
regular, and adequate nighttime residence, 
meaning:  
•  (i) Has a primary nighttime residence that is a public 

or private place not meant for human habitation;  
•  (ii) Is living in a publicly or privately operated 

shelter designated to provide temporary living 
arrangements  

•  (iii) Is exiting an institution where (s)he has resided 
for 90 days or less and who resided in an emergency 
shelter or place not meant for human habitation 
immediately before entering that institution  



 Housing First 
•  Preference for housing among those who are 

chronically homeless 
•  Individuals who have experienced multiple 

episodes of homelessness over a period 
•  Harm Reduction model – increase personal 

responsibility but may limit compliance 



 Individuals who are “couch surfing” 
 Individuals who are “at risk” of 

homelessness 
•  About to be evicted/foreclosed upon 
•  Individuals who are about to be put out by 

family/friends 
•  Individuals with emergency needs 
•  Individuals recently released from incarceration 
•  Individuals who are in transitional housing 



 Baltimore City Coordinated Housing 
•  In order to qualify individuals must be on the 

Mayors Office of Human Services list, which is 
access via completion of the BDAT 

•  Individuals are assigned a score and the ranking 
of this score determines housing 

•  Individuals are assisted by navigators through 
the process 

•  Individuals are contacted by homeless service 
programs to complete process 



 Housing Lists (Housing Choice and 
NEDs) 

 Individuals with housing needs may 
qualify for voucher lists 

 City periodically opens the lists and 
individuals can be placed on 

 Lists periodically have numbers in the 
thousands 



 Shelter Plus Care 
•  Housing subsidies specifically for people with 

disabilities 
•  HIV positive individuals are automatically 

qualified regardless of whether they receive 
disability 

•  Accessed via the coordinated access list 
•  Permanent Housing 



 No preference– certain organizations 
were more apt to house HIV+ individuals, 
but with the Coordinated Access list, this 
may slow housing potential for HIV 
positive individuals 

 Homelessness – individuals will need an 
agency to provide declaration of 
homelessness in many/most cases 



 Speed- since lists are very long, rapid 
housing may not be possible for 
individuals with HIV 

 Counts – presence of homelessness is 
based off of Point in Time (PIT) counts, 
which may underreport prevalence of 
homelessness and need 

 Homelessness – many services are 
specific for people who ARE homeless, 
not necessarily at risk 



 Gaps – consideration might wish to be 
given to individuals who need 
temporary/emergency stay especially 
during inhospitable periods (DEFA) 

 Buddy/Companion – support services 
from peers would be beneficial for 
navigation efforts for those who might be 
at risk of homelessness, or those in 
housing 



 Case Management – RW Case 
managers will need to be more 
knowledgeable about housing processes, 
and will need to be more linked with 
clients to assist them through the 
process. 

 Client Advocacy – assistance may be 
needed in terms of getting necessary 
justifying paperwork 


